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HARDY HILL BREEDS 
eg Herdwick
- adapted to poor conditions 
of hill environments
Male lambs sold as stores
Ewe lambs retained for breeding
Draft Ewes
Crossed with:
Longwool rams eg Border Leicester
To increase carcase weight, growth 
rate and fecundity
UPLAND BREEDS
Eg Clun Forest Draft Ewes
Pure bred ewe lambs kept 
for breeding and males sold 
as stores
Produces CROSS BREDS 
eg North of England Mule
•good mothers
•hardy and milky
Male lambs sold as 
stores
Ewe lambs crossed with
sires from lowland breeds eg Texel
- fast growing, large size and carcase

















































Provisioning Regulatory Supporting Cultural
25 year  DEFRA plan : 
‘A Green Future’ Sustainable land 
management (ch1)
Global environment 
(ch5)
Recovering nature 
(ch2)
Resource efficiency 
(ch4)
Connecting people 
(ch3)
DEFRA Agriculture 
Bill Consultation: 
‘Health & Harmony’
????? Public money for public goods (ch5)
Reforming the CAP, 
transition and 
farming futures (ch2, 
3 & 4)
Risk management 
and resilience (ch10)
Protecting crop 
health (ch11)
Enhancing our Envt
(ch6)
Supporting rural
communities & 
remote farming (ch8)
Lake District 
Partnership 
‘Management plan’ 
supporting World 
Heritage Status
Prosperous Economy 
(theme 2)
World class visitor 
experience (theme 3)
Special landscape, natural and cultural heritage (theme 1)
Vibrant communities (theme 4)
Brexit Published estimates vary between 60 and 95% of farm businesses folding, heavily 
dependant on leave scenario and nature of transition arrangements
SOME CONCLUDING THOUGHTS
Institutional changes in the UK re‐inforce the role upland sheep farming has to play in 
the delivery of a range of ecosystem services.
These are explicit tools, rather than the previously implicit attitude of institutional 
players of the last eighty years of policy.
It still remains unclear whether Brexit will derail the upland sheep farming system – a 
case of too little, too late.
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